The Mao Era in Objects

Beijing International Club: American Report



Wthahn started the whole
8 1972 when he was pres-
£ the AIA. It is the custom

it of AIA presidents to take
e year after their term, and
yrole, without knowing

i an organization, to the
Chinese Society of Ar-
5, Peking, People’s Repub-
iChina, suggesting a visit of
gan architects to China. In
1973, a cordial letter
o such a visit arrived,
ler extensive arrangements
X, AlA executive vice pres-

il years ago, 16 of us found
Ives—on April 8th of this
althe border of China some
55 inland from Hong Kong.
alked halfway across a nar-
ge, were met by a young
n green khaki and a red
cap who can doubtless
, pleasel” in 87 lan-
and walked on into China
three-week visit. We were
B8 group of architects to visit
“since the Revolution in
though individual architects
Bnaged visits earlier,

8 Urbahn of New York
tour leader and, in Chi-
inology, our Principal
ible Person: Bill Slayton
deputy. Others were Jim
of Columbus, Ohio, NAAB
L Sam Hurst of Honoluluy,
an at USC; Chick Mar-
Norfolk, Virginia, pres-
dect of AIA; Wally Meisen,
commissioner of GSA;
adizon of Cleveland; I. M

New York City; Eileen Pei,

Dan Schwartzman of New
Iy, member of the UIA
i lack Warnecke of Wash-
i George White, Architect
Capitol; Harry Weese of
¢ ravel consultant Sidney
s and myself.

#N€ is tempted, after such a

TITLE

A report, with text and pictures by
RECORD editor Walter Wagner,

on life—and architecture—in

CHINA




Cover of the report

DATE
1974

CREATOR
Walter Wagner

PUBLISHER

Architectural Record

RIGHTS

Architectural Record. Fair use.
DESCRIPTION
Report of a visit of American architects to China.

Source: Walter Wagner, 'A Report on Life and Architecture in China Today.' Architectural
Record vol. 156, no. 9 (1974): 111-24.

&

Housing for foreign diplomats in Pek-
ing was completed this spring. Three-
bedroom, two-bath apartments have
balconies overlooking embassies in
this area. This project also adjoins the
International Club, with meeting
rooms, gymnasiums, indoor tennis
courts, an outdoor pool, and table-
tennis rooms where our interpreters
roundly defeated all American takers.
Entry hall of club has an extraordinary
(and extraordinarily large) silk tapestry. -
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